East Riding Engine Club Celebrates 21 Years
This year marks the 21st anniversary of the formation of the East Riding Engine Club which has as its main purpose the organisation of the annual Driffield Steam and Vintage Rally. Over the years the rally has raised many thousands of pounds for local charities and the Club itself continues to go from strength to strength and now has a current membership of 170. In addition to the rally, the Club holds regular well attended meetings and social events as well as being custodian of an early 1930s Crossley type FO1 single cylinder diesel engine. This engine was formerly used to maintain the water level in Beverley Beck which flows through the East Riding’s County Town.

To help celebrate this milestone,  the East Riding Engine Club has invited the  Steam Car Club of Great Britain, which is also 21 this year,  to join in the  Driffield Rally to be held at Driffield Showground on 14th & 15th August. This raises the exciting prospect of more than ten steam cars being at the event including some very notable rarities.  Among these will be one of the few very advanced Doble Model E22 steam cars made around 1925 and previously owned from new by the reclusive American multimillionaire Howard Hughes. It is reputed that this car was timed at 132mph by Texas Police! Another car with an interesting history is the 1922 Stanley 740D which was involved in the infamous 1929 ‘St Valentine’s Day Massacre’ in Chicago with Al Capone. Presently undergoing restoration this will be the car’s first UK public appearance.  There will also be the unique Morriss steam car [not to be confused with the more well known Morris Motors] and the only Stanley Model M in the UK, described in the Stanley brochure of 1908 as ‘ the epitome of the coffin nosed Stanley’s’. This will be a rare opportunity to see so many steam cars together and the EREC committee is also arranging  a couple of tours for them all in the days before the rally weekend. 

Another welcome visitor to this year’s rally will be the first public appearance in Yorkshire of Dave Maris’s  1926 Super Sentinel 2 speed tractor which was supplied new to a gold mine in Australia. From first finding the engine it took Dave 14 years to get it repatriated to the UK and then another four to rebuild it.

With all the special events and varied attractions at the rally and around 1000 individual exhibits it is hoped that this year’s event will be one to remember. That is not to forget the Saturday evening road run into Driffield when the town centre roads are closed to allow the steamers, vintage cars, tractors etc to take them over and for the public to wander at will amongst the exhibits.  Last year the street collection alone raised a record £1750 for Yorkshire Cancer Research and this year the Engine Club is hoping it will exceed £2,100.

Further information on the rally can be obtained from 01377 254384 or www. driffieldvintagerally.co.uk

